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DUKE of GLOUCESTER, 


At St. punſlan s in the Veſt. 


75 Aal. the 4th 1700. 
"PALM cxlvi. Vaſ 3, 4 . 
0 put nof your truſt tn Princes, nor in ar chu 

f Man, for there is no help in them: . 

For when the breath of mas goeth for eh, he 
ſhall turn again to his earth; and then all hu 
thoughts peri 5 

Hleſſed is he that hath the God of Jacob for he 
belp, and whoſe hope is in the Lord his God. 
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thing to their Advantage who ſerve him truly. 
do build great hopes upon the Promiſes of Princes a 


cke Death of ſome Great Prince, had given the Jews if 
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0 put not your. traſt. in Princes, nor in any Child 
of Man, for there is no help in then. 
For when the breath of Man goeth forth, he 2 


turn again to his Earth; and then all his thoughts. 


* Bleſſed u be that baff he God of Jacob for his hel 
and whoſe hope i in the Lord his Gt. 
: ON Tp ©. 2 1 
TE know not who it was that compogd this 
Pſalm nor what it was that occaſion d it. But 


55 ing n words tq 


in, the hands of him, who has. all Power, and is al 
Viſdom, ang. all Goodneſs; who bringeth Light out 
of Darkneſs, Good out of Eyil, and can turn eyery 


Whether it were, that the Pſalmiſt here ditects him- 


* 


ſelf, againſt the common inclination of Men, which is 


Great Men, and rather to depend on them, than on God 
above, who keepeth his Promiſe for ever; or whethef 


chell 
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their Captivity, ſome 3 diſappointment, whate- 
ver it was that occaſion d the compoling of this Palm; 
tis plain the words of the Text adviſe us, Firſt, Not to 
put our truſt ia Princes, nor any Cbild of Man : And that 
tor this Reaſon, There « uo belp in them, becauſe when the 
breath of Man goeth fort h, be ſball turn again to his Earth, 
and all bi thoughts periſh, Secondly, they direct us where 
we are to place our Truſt and Confidence, and that is iu 
God; Bleſſed is be that hath the God of Jacob for his help, and 
whoſe bope ts in the Lord bis God. 1. Ot the Perſons in whom 
we are not to place our truſt and confidence, and they 
are Princes: Put not your Truſt in Princes, i. e. in no body, 
no Child of Man; for if you might in any body you 

might in them, becauſe they nave moſt power, and | 
more opportunities, of anſwering to your Confidence, ; 
than any Men beſides. I fee no reaſon to think that any 
thing is here ſaid to the Diſparagement of Princes, as 
tho' they were to be truſted leſs than ather Men, for 
Falſhood or Forgettulneſs of Promiſes : And therefore 
to truſt, ĩs not here put for believing : But they are ra- | 
ther here conlider'd, as the faithfulleſt, as well as the 
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moſt powerful managers of human Affairs, of the beſt 
intentions, as well as greateſt abilities, both to deſign and 
execute great matters; and yet, not to be entirely de . 
ded on, for other Reaſons. Tis much the ſame that᷑ 
is expreſꝰd in Pſ. 118. 8, 9. It is better to truſt in the Lord, 
then to put any confidence in Man. It is better to truſt in the 
Lord, than to put any confidence in Princes, i. e. the chiefeſt 
and the beſt of Men: And the reaſon here aſſignd, why 
they are not ſoto be truſted and depended on, namely, 
becauſe they are ſo ſubje& to Death, delivers them from 
all ſuſpicion of blame; to pur our truſt therefore in 
m/ Princes, does in this place ſignifie, to think the ſettle- 
is, ment of their Affairs fo ſtrong and ſure, that nothing 
ind can diſturb them; to truſt foro the Wiſdom of their 
00 Management , their Valour, and their might, their 
hei good Intentions, and their great Abilities, as to be 
$10 quite ſecure, and to ſuſpect 'y Change can happen ; It 
IN 2 either 
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either ſingnifies this Confidence, which is innocent, tho 
inconſiderate; or this Confidence with Impiety, truſt- 


ing in the Arm of Fleſh alone, and vaunting with the 
toohth Man, who faith in his Heart, tuſh, I ſhall never be 
moved, no barm ſhall bappen to me. If the Truſt that is here 


diſſuaded from, be contrary to, or excluſive of that 


Truſt wealways ought to put in God, then to be ſure 
it is condemn'd and ſinful ; but if it be only a weak and 
groundleſs Truſt, then there is leſs Offence than Foll 

in ir, and the heavy Diſappointments it muſt needs 
meer, will puniſh it ſufficiently. Sometimes we fee a 
Prince truly noble, juſt and merciful, wiſe and braye 

a Father of his Country, a lover of his People, careful 
of all their Intereſts and their Honour, and born as it 
wete, to the good of Mankind: It would be impoſſ- 
ble not to put great Confidence in ſuch a Prince, and to 
hope a Nation will be happy under ſuch Adminiſtra- 
tion, whilſt he lives; this ſort of Truſt is reaſonable, 
becauſe tis built upon ſo good ground. Another time 
we ſee a Prince of beautesus Alpect, lovely Diſpoſiti- 
on, inclin'd to Learning, Virtue, Picty, and full of 
all — Qualities; it would be ſtupidity not to hope 
well of him, and to promiſe our ſelves a Harveſt an- 
ſwerable to a Field of fo fair a ſhew z ſuch Hope and 
Confidence as this, becomes us, as we are reaſonable 
and con(idering Creatures, and it would be a kind of 
Ingratitude to God, from whom we acknowledge all 
theſe Gifts and Graces come, not to conceive ſuch 
hopes as ſuch excellent Endowments promiſe : A Man 
muſt *ſhut his Eyes on Providence, that will not make 
his Obſervations on what paſſes, and colle& what is 
moſt reaſonable and likely. For ſince God acts by 
teafonable Cauſes, and procures our Peace and Happi- 


neſs by Inſtruments that are in Nature proper for that 


purpoſe, we owe it to him, to expect it from them 
where they are ſo promiſing. This is properly to truſt 
in God; fot to look for Grapes from Thorns, or Figs from 
Thiftles, is to hope againſt Nature, and againſt Reaſon 
an 
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and not to be excuſed by any Reverence we pretend to 
God, or dependance on his Power, tho he is truly able 
to produce thoſe Fruits from thoſe unnatural Stocks. 


The Men of no Religion, and no Thought, are fo in- 


rent upon theſe ſecond Cauſes, that they ice not firſt, nor 
will acknowledge any Supream Power, that over-looks 
and governs our Affairs, but governs them by Nature 
and by Reaſon : But they who truſt to one, (till in Sub- 
ordination to the other, in conſtagt dependence on 
him, and always in his power to change and ſuſpend, 
as he thinks fir, do truly put their Truſt in God, even 
when they put their truſt in Princes. They look for 
reſt and for Security in Peace, where Kings are virtu- 
ous, wiſe and watchful, and the People are at Unity; 
for Victory in War, where Generals are brave and 
waty, the Soldiers healthy, numerous, obedient and 
couragious, and well paid, i. e. they promiſe to them- 
ſelves the natural effects of Wiſdom; Strength and Con- 
cord; bur all from God, who is to bleſs theſe natural 
and theſe ,moral Cauſes. They look for plenteous 
Harveſts, where the Fields are full and flouriſhing, but 
know, tis God that made them fo, and he that is to 
bring them in. This Confidence he does himſelf raiſe 
in us, and therefore never is offended with it, becauſe 
tis built upon the Confidence we have, that he will ſut- 
fer things to go on orderly and naturally, unleſs we 
provoke him to change or ſuſpend the common courſe 
of them. And tho' our diſappointments are very great 
and very many, yet might our hopes and expectations be 
very reaſonable, and juſt, and are not t) be condemned, 
by an unhappy iſſue. Ifour truſt in Princes, exclude not 
our truſt in God, we need not be afraid it will be faul- 
97 Nor does the Pſalmiſt here condemn ſuch truſt, 
or irs Impiety, but rather (for the avoiding trouble- 
ſome and heavy Diſappointments) would diſſuade us 
from putting ſo much truſt in Princes, whoſe Lives are 
ſo uncertain, and to look up to God more ardently and 
frequently, whoſe Mercy and Goodneſs, like himſelf: 
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(for they are himſelf} endure forever. I think, it is a kind 


Advice, not to raiſe in our minds, hopes that are ſo eaſi- 
ly defeated, and when defeated, fo vexatious and afflict- 
ing. Put not your truſt in Princes, nor any Child of Man, for 
there is no help in them, There is no help in Man, in many 
caſes; a thouſand and ten thouſand evils befal us, where- 
in the wiſdom, Skill, the Riches, and the Strength of all 
Mankind, can give no Help, afford no Comfort. If we 
want Rain, or have too much of it, can all the World 
procure a Shower, or hinder it from falling? Can it 
procure a favourable Wind, or hinder a contrary one 
from blowing? Can it recover Hea'th where it is want- 
ing; to the good of thouſauds; or reſtore a precious Life, 
that is, like Davids, worth ten thouſand? The utmoſt 
of humane Power, for ought that appears, is but an 
ability of doing huge Miſchief ; and thebelt of it is, an 
ability of hindring one another from doing Miſchiet. 
Bur when we want Aſſiſtance in moſt ot our Extremities. 
Oh how unable is this World to give it! The Wiſeſt, 
Richeſt, and moſt powerful Men want help themſelves, 
and neither can afford it to themſelves, nor others; there 
is indeed no help in them, For when the Breath of Man 
goeth forth, be ſhall rat urn again to his Earth, and then all bis 
thoughts periſh. The very belt is here ſuppoſed of the very 
ahleſt of them, that they may be full of good intenti- 
ons, from great and good Deſigns, have their Hearts 
whol'y bent, on honouring God, promoting Virtue, 
and profiting Mankind, ſeeking the Intereſt of their 
People, doing Jultice, ſhewing Mercy, and imitating 
him, whoſe Miniſters and Subſtitutes they are. Happy 
for them, that they are full of theſe Deſigns! no better 
thoughts can poſſibly poſſeſs their hearts, or employ their 
Honrs ; the King of Kings, the mighty Maſter of them 
all, ſhall bleſs them, and reward them, whom he finds 
ſo doing. But this is much too often all they do; they 
form a multitude of brave Deſigns, and live to eſſect 
but few ! I have ſaid ye are Gods, but ye ſhall die like Men, 
gnd this they find, and we find alſo, Poor Princes, 
UE Be 2 F "of 1 _ poor 
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poor Pcop'e! they raiſe alle ; "Wi and they deſtroy 
them ſuddenly, We gather up all our truſt, and place 
it on their Lives, and in a day or two, thoſe Lives are 
ſpilt Iik Water on the Ground. They are, as the Pro- 
phets calls them be breath of our Noſtril: : And Nations 
ſometimes feem to live in them, and only to breath 
their breath; and yet their breath goeth forth, like other 
Peoples breath, and they return again to their Earth, (their 
Earth as well as outs) and all then their thoughts periſh,and 
all our thoughts too, with them: But not our thought- 
fulneſs, that ſtill ſurvives, to trouble every wiſe conſi- 
_ Man. Our thoughts are in this place our _ 
and they expire with the breath of him who kin led 
them. His thoughts, who rais'd our thoughts periſn, and 
therefore ours muſt periſh with them. Who can enough 
eſteem thoſe Lives, which by Experience are found ſo 
uſeful to the World, to the ſecuring its tranquility and 
happineſs; or thoſe who from their earlieſt Infancy, 
have promiſed all the good that Men can look for, from 
the moſt virtuous towardly diſpoſition, and whoſe pre- 
cocious advances cauld not fail of giving us ſome jealous 
Fears, with our moſt lively hopes! Who can enough 
eſteem ſuch lives, if we conſider theſe fine qualiries and 
who can value them too little, or truſt too little in them, 
who conſiders how ſoon their breath goet h forth, and they 
return again to Earth, and all their thoughts periſh! What 
muſt we do in this uncertainty ? Our Affairs require a 
life as durable gs Braſs, and the Laws of our Mortality 
will admit of none, but what is ſubje& to a thouſand cer- 
tain, and a thouſand accidental evils, each of which may 
break us all to pieces. Let us do any thing in this uncer- 
tainty, but blame the Providence of God, who hangs 
the — of ſo much People, on ſo ſmall a thread: For 
Righteous are his ways, and juſt his Government, what- 
ever we may fear, whatever we endure. 

Bur may I not, unblam d, ſay with the Prophet 
Ferem, 1 2. 1. (I know I ſay it with all deference an 
humility ) Rig breous art thou, % Lord, when I plead _ 
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ox, we were like them that dream; when our 
were jult upon us, the ſtumbled and fell; then was our 
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thee, yet let me talk with tbee of thy Tudgments ? When 


thou in mercy turnedſt away the Captivity of our Zi- 
Enemies 


mouth fill d with laughter, and our tongue with joy. The 


greateſt Enemies we had, could not forbear proclaim- 
ing, The Lord bath done great things for them, We could 


not our ſelves in Gratitude n- Tbe 
Lord bath done great things for # already, whereof we re- 


Jojee. | * 1 
Either to temper theſe Felicities, or puniſh our Ingra- 


titude, Thou ſtoppedſt up for ever, the Breath of our 


Noſtrils ; The anointed of the Lord was taken away from us, 
of whom we ſaid, under her ſbadow, we ſhall !ive (not a- 


mong the Heathen at home) in plenty and ſecurity. 


To ſhew thou didſt intend but to correct, and not to 
give us unto Death, thou didſt by unexpected Inſtru- 
ments, deliver the Life of the King from fear of the 


Enemy, and from the Snare of the Hunter ; thou ſa- 
vedſt f 


im from Deſtruction, and crownedſt him with 
Mercy and Loving Kindneſs; and mad'ſt him inſtru- 


mental in procuring the deſire of all our Hearts, an 


honourable Peace; the Opportunity of healing all our 
Wounds, recovering all our Loſſes, and making up the 


Breaches of an inteſtine Foes, our favliſh Diſcords, and 


ill-grounded Animoſities had occaſion d; the opportu- 
nity of ſettling our Affairs, and looking to the ground 
we ſtood upon; of putting them in ſuch a poſture, that 


neither Enemies abroad, nor Enemies at home might 
give us any great Diſturbance; that the Religion of our 


untry, and its moſt ancient, piopereſt, and beſt 
tempered Government, might be ſecur'd, againſt the 
Attempts and Machinations of its old inveterate Enc- 
mies, the Sons of Vialence and Darkneſs, and from 
the noiſy Importuniries of uncxperienc'd, raw, new- 
fangled Schemartiſts, and Speculators. Bur contrary to 
this, the Spirit of Diſcord is gone out among us, and the 
ſweer hope of all the Kingdom, is in a moment, ac 
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ed away from us; Cer we had time to try to move 
thee by ou E or time to apprehend a Stroke ſo 
painful and ſa mortal. Thy former Favours did not 
promiſe ſuch Concluſion. But we will hold our Peace, 
{ince tis 0 doing; We are much ſurer that thou 
may ſt in juſtice thus chaſtiſe us for our Sins, than we 
could be that thou hadſt ſo much Mercy for ſuch Sin- 
ners, as we have, all our Lives, experienced from thee. 
Permit us never ſo long, to talk with thee of thy judg- 
ments, yet mult we ſtill conclude, Rigbteom art theu O 
Lord, when we plead with thee, | 
Such Lofles, and fuch heavy Diſappointments, needs 
muſt prove effectual Cures of all our Confidence in 
Princes. Never were hopes more juſtly rais'd, nor 
placd more reaſonably than ours have been, upon two 
Noble Objects; and yet Six years have quite defeated 
them, dried up our Springs, and almoſt deſolated a 
Royal Tribe, one of the faireſt and moſt fruitful in the 
World. How ſhort is our Profpe& now! in what 4 
little Compaſs is our Kingly Family contain'd ! Two 
precious Lives make up our whole I reaſure! P 
The People of the Eaſt, we find in Scriptures, ad- 
drefled to their Princes, with —O King, Live for ever. 
Tis a vain Complement to Men of Fleſh and Blood, 
whoſe Breath goeth forth fo ſuddenly, who die like 
other Men, who return again to their Earth, and whoſe 
Thoughts all periſh in a moment; but if twere ever 
reaſonable, our Caſe would call for it, and we would 
uſe it. May God enlarge theſe Borders! build to theſe 
Princes a ſure Houſe ! and bind up their Souls in the 
Bundle of Life ! a long one here for our ſakes, and tor 
their own an Everlaſting one in Heaven ! 
II. Let us now withdraw from this uncomfortab 
ſide. The Lives of Priaces, are ir ſeems, like Lands 


of Darkneſs,” where, every ſtep we make, is in Diſtruſt 
and Fear : They give us little but Alarms, Defeat and 
Diſappointments. Let us ſeek a Country of more light 
afery, where hope dyells, and wherc eme +; 
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bide with Confidence. Bleſed is he who hath the God © 
Jacob for his belp, and whoſe hope is in the Lord his God. 
This is a Life, and Will, and Power, we may depend up- 
on; Great is the Lord, and marvellous, worthy to be praiſed, 
there is no end of bis Greatneſs. The Lord is good to all, and his 
render mercies are over all bis works, His kingdom is an ever - Po 
laſting Kingdom, and his dominion endureth throughout all ages, W! 
Theſe are foundations ſtrong enough for all thetruſt Init 
| 43 He is of infinite Good - Ithe 
nel; to intend the happineſs of all his Creatures, of infi- cor 
nite Wiſdom to know wherein it lies, and of infinite of 


Power to effect his wiſe and good · deſigns towards us. ty, 


Here, therefore, we may place our Truſt, without any an) 
fears of Diſappointment; here we muſt fix our Hopes, GO 
for here we can only find our Help. the 
Were there not ſuch a Power above, tooverlook andi be t 


govern Men, and their Affairs, what a place of Miſeryf and 
and Confuſion would this World be? what with the our 
certainty of natural Cauſes, working many fad effects, Eden 


tho? known before, yet unavoidable ; what with thefther 
Multitude of fearful Accidents, never to be preventedſ Rul 
nor foreſeen ; what with the Folly , Ignorance, Miſtakes, 
the Malice and perverſeneſs, and the Rage of one ano on, 
thers Paſſions, how wretched a thing would the Lifeſſtor, 
of a Man be ! . Is whe 
The ways of God, I think, are to permit naturalſ for a 
Cauſes to work their natural Effects, according to tha than 
Powers he had endued them with; reſerving to himſelſſis in 
the Power of altering or ſuſpending them, as he ſees fit to hi 
and when he pleaſes; and to ſuffer Men to act as freſthi 
Agents, having given them Reaſon, and reveal d his Wil We 
to them, and laid down all ſufficient Moti ves to reſtraii Deac 
them from what they know is evil, and to encouragqthe R 
them to what is truly good; reſerving to himſelf, howJour r 
ever, the Power of changing their Inclinations, directlthat 
ing them in their Deſigns, and influencing them all, aſbut ti 
he ſees fit. By means neither the certainty of natural opeſſus, b 
rations, nor the freedom of Man's Will, exclude his Gave ba 
ver 


( 11 ) 

verument of Men and Nature, nor kinder us from ad- 
1d, Idreſſing to him by Prayer, for what we wantzand Praile 
p- or what we have receiv d; both which would be in vain, 


ed, were Nature not to be diverted from her way, nor the 


bis Will of Men flexible, by ſome Superior over ruling 
er- Power. Were Natures Conrſe unalterably fr, and the 
res, Will of Men not co be moved, Prayer would be inſig- 
aſt nificant and uſe eſs. Were not Men at liberty, in general, 
d · they could not be accountable for what they diu, they 
1fi- could have neither Vice nor Vertue. Were not the Laws 
ite Jof nature fixt, we could not live in any fort of certain- 
us. ty, we cou'd not undertake any thing, nor could have 
ny any hope or expectation of ſucceeding. But as it pleales 
es, | God to govern by theſe two known Rules, and to be {till 

the Maſter of them both, there 1s all the room that can 
und be for our Endeavours, Care and Vigilance, our Vertue 
eryf and our Studies, and all the Reaſon and Grounds for 
theſſour applying to him, our truſting in him, and depen- 
cts, I dence upon him. Our hope and I ruſt in God, muſt 
thel therefore be directed by theſe ſettled and eſtabliſhed 
ede Rules of Providence. Theſe are the known and ſtanding 
kes Laws of his Wiſe Government; the reſt is Diſpeaſati- 
moon, Favour, Grace and Favour, we may innocently hope 
Lifefor, pray for, and expect from his indulgent Gocdneis, 
IJ vuhete no eſtabliſh'd Law of Nature ts ſubverted; bur 
aralſfor a Miracle, tis much more reaſonable ro with for, 
 theſthan expect, one in our Favour. We know that nothing 
afelfis impoſſible with God, but yet our Hope is never equ 7 
5 fit to his Power; nor do we ever truſt iu him for any 
fred thing uncommon, without ſome Promiſe in particular. 
Will we know it is as poſſible for God to reſtore again the 
raii Dead to Life, as Health to a Diſcaſed Man; what is 
raggthe Reaſon, then, that we do not importune him wich 
10wWfour moſt carneſt and united Prayers, to give us back 
rectithat dear ineſtimable Life we have ſo lately parted with 
1, afbut that we think he ſignifies his Will and Pleaſure: to 
oOpeſus, by the known ſtated Courſe of Nature, and know 
5 Goſfwe baye uo reaſon to look for Miracles? Death would 
rern ny not 


(12) 5 
not give us ſuch Deſpair immediately, but that we mea: ¶hit 
ſure the Power of God, by the common Exerciſe of it Hir 
in the World. And ſo *tis with putting our truſt in o 
him, when we carry it no farther then he gives us 
leave, by his common Rules, or by particular Pro- Her 
miſe. When therefore the Pſalmiſ# wouldfinvire us tent 
bope in God, and put our truſt in bim, he would not haveſplac 
us raiſe in our ſelves ExpeCtations of things ſtrangely. 
unuſual and unlikely ; nor to believe that will doſput 
for us, or bring to paſs, whatever we expect or wiſhſÞc li 
for, or what we think we want. But we may hope, give 

and truſt in him for every thing, that is in it ſelf reaſon- 
able, and fit for him to give, and for us to receive. 
Our Paſſions often put us upon asking what, is note | 
in it ſelf very reaſonable to expect; no matter, pre 
vided it be nothing wicked and forbidden, and nothing 
to the Prejudice and Injury of any one elſe. Our Pa- 
rents and dur Friends live here, even beyond the com- 
mon term of humane Life, and we yet deſire of God, Bran 
they may continue longer with us, and we may hopeſf 15 
that he will hear our Prayers: This does not ſeem very 
reaſonable, when we conſider the Life of Man, and 
call ro mind the years that are paſt, and obſerve how 
it has always been with other People: But yer tis very 
innocent and lawful fo to do; becauſe we know of no 
ſer term of days, beyond which none ſhall paſs; that is 
ſtill in the hands of God; and becauſe the protractinghery 
of that Life, is to us, we think of uſe, and todo nopur ! 
ones wrong. yi SOR; Il a 

The Child is dying there of a malignant Feaver, aur F 
Train as it were of liquid Fire, is ruining through iti Happ 
Veins, and burning up the Life, that has been the deſirqqtom 
of I know not how many years palt, and the hopes offuPPC 
I know not how many more to come; the Parents? ch: 
pray to God in earneſt, you may, be ſure, and purtheirſile h 
truſt in him, and hope he will extinguiſh this unna hing 
rural Flame; and this thay do, when Remedies are on 
ineffectual, Phyſicians found of no valus, and 7 udge, 
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hing about them, bids them give it up for loſt. The 
hing they ask is lawful, the time is not too late, the 
work is not impoſſible in Nature, and God is the Ma- 
er of all. The Event alone could declare whether ir 
ere not fit for God to give this Life, or for the Pa- 
ents to reccive it. Their Confidence in God was well 
avelplacd, altho' their Hopes and Deſires were diſappoint- 
d. If Reaſons were to be ſought for, in ſuch caſes, 
zut of or beyond what natural Cauſes teach us, we may 
ge ſure that God denies us, with as much Reaſon as he 
zives us what we ask. We mult not therefore think 
Fur hopes were wrong placed, and our confidence 
na God ill-grounded, and our prayers in vain, becauſe 
ye receive not what we ask ſo earneſtly, becauſe it 
s the power and Goodneſs of God, which juſtifies 
in 

* o pray; and this his Power is not diminiſh'd by our 
m. Diſappointment; nor is his Goodneſs the leis, in his not 
od, ranting what we thought ( not He) convenient for us. 
opeſſt is impoſſible ( as 1 have before ſaid ) to pray to God 
eryrithout believing him kind to, intend our good, wiſe 
ando diſcern what is our good and powerful to pro- 
\owEutc it. Theſe are the very Reaſon of Prayer, and 
eryſthe Motives of addreſſing to God, for what we think 
node want: And theſe are the Foundations of all our 
it Mope and Confidence in him. And yet theſe are the 
ringſpery Reaſons why our Prayers — not be heard, and 
nobur Hopes not anſwer'd, and yet God be ſtill as merci- 
Il and good intention'd towards us, as when he grants 
pur Requeſts. We ſuppoſe him good, to intend our 
appineſs, he may therefore be good in with-holding 
om us, what we think is good for us, but is not. We 
uppoſe him to be all wiſe, and therefore refer it ro him 
o chooſe for us. How do we know he does not exer- 
iſe his great Diſcernment, in refuſing to us what we 
hing is good for us, but what he knows is not? Shall 
re only think he judges right, when be judges as we 
udge, and meaſure out his Wiſdom by our —_— 
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dur hope and truſt in him, and which encourages us 


ä (14) 
and Deſires? If we believe him wife enough to choc 
is, that we meaſure good by our own Affections, and 


| and all that are about him; the other, as the reſt « 
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things ſhew us a little, that we are — more H Wo! 


able and fit? why, this is as much as any Reaſonab And 


2 3 — —_- 


for us, the ſame Reaſon will ſhew him full as wiſe i 
his refuſing what we ask of him; yes, and full as kin I. 
too, if we would belicve that it is good for us to have to 


Which he gives, and that not good (all things conſithe 


der'd ) which he witholds from us. But the Misfortun tic 


fires; that is good we think, which we ſeem to wan{{co! 
and to ſet our Hearts upon, and nothing elſe can ſatisfiſ ler 

Let your Father be 70 years of Age, and your Chil{9! 
7, the firſt a wiſe and virtuous Man, are Life that Nr 


neceſſary to you, and uſeful to the Common-wealth 4 
e 


Pres 


Children are, hopeful 5 It ſome Diſtemper p 
og 


theſe two Lives into equal er, you Will do wha: 
you can for both; and you will pray for them both, andable 
truſt in God for both their health and Safety: But botlſfror 


of them die, and Nature ſwallows up the Concern fofſ#0d 
the Parent, in the Grief for the Child. and becauſe rh$800c 
biaſs of Affection is ſtrongeſt on that fide, our Hope an und. 
Confidence ſeem more defeated, and our Prayers, ent 
think leſs heard, in the one Caſe than the other. IIthey 
plain we conſider not the uſefulneſs of the aged Ligour 
(the continuance of which was certainly the greateſſ© 
good) in reſpect of rhe dearneſs of that little Life and 
which yet we could not tell what it might prove. Theſand 
our Affe tions than our Reaſon; and that as they malſbelie 
us pray more earneſtly, and hope more firmly, ſo the Oo 
make our Diſappointments much more heavy, an Very 
occaſion us to think our Truſt and Confidence in Gqate c 
were decei d, when they were only not anſwer'd A Wha 
cording to our Wiſhes. But wherein then ſtands ti Com 
Bleſfedneſs of having God for our help, and hopeii How 
in the Lord our God, if he will only help us in the va w 
of Nature, and we may only hope for what is reaſoſ Wiſd 


Man can look for, or deſire. The ut that a Rei 
ſonab 
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1 | 
ſonable Creature can ho 105 is to be favoured and | 
ucceeded by God in all his Reaſonable and Honeſt | 
Mindertakings, by means that are natural and common 
o him with all the World. Tis a great Support to 
the Mind of Man, to believe himſelf under the Prote- 
Nion of a Power, that is able and ready to ſecure him. 
Whilſt he is acting Reaſonably and Honeſtly ; able to 
ontinue on the Courſe of Nature, in its eftabliſh'd Set- 
lement, by which Men live in good hope and expecta- 
tion of Succeſs by which they plow and ſow, and hope 
So reap and and gather in their Harveſt; by which th 
ſtudy, labour, venture out to Sea, and hope to gam 
he Fruits of each in its due Seaſon ; able to prevent a 
great many. miſchievous events; able to remove all 
indrance and impediment in the courſe of Nature; 
Able to influence Peoples Minds, by diverting them | 
from enterprizing thing that would do hurt to others; 
ind by throwing little occaſions in their way of doing 
Jood; and able, by a thouſand and ten thouſand little 
undiſcernible means, to ſecure our happineſs, and pre- 
vent our Miſery ; to turn the Accidents that look as if 
they would ſwallow us up in Ruin, into the means of 
our Security and Preſervation; to diffipate thoſe Clouds 
Jof Misfortunes that are ready to burſt upon our Heads 
iſcland over-whelm us, and give us day again, with calm | 
And ſafety. I can't tell how a Man can live in ſuch a 
World as this, with any-Joy, and that does not verily 
believe, and much depend upon the Providence of 
God; and that without expecting Miracles or Favours 
very. much. out of courſe, but only looking for ſuch as 
are conſiſtent with his known Rules of Government. 
What ſhould we do without this everlaſting Source of 
Comforts, this powerful Refuge under all Diſtreſſes? 
How many ſore Calamities, publick as well as private, 
No we fall into, out of which no human Power or 
aſolWiſdom can deliver us, nor ſhew us any way out of? 
nab And how muſt this perplex a 7 unleſs there were 
1 


Rel Being above, kind and able, to have recoutſe to? 
nab Hope 
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Hope i; the food and ſuſtenance of the mind, and Men 
Will live a'grtat while upon it, and all the while 
much eaſier, tho in miſery; whereas the fame afflicti- 
ons would, without that hope, oppreſs them quite, 
and drive them to deſpair and madneſs ; and this muſt 
often be the Caſe, were riot the World, and Men, and 
their Affairs, all in the hands of God, and in his Go- 
vernment, who can do every thing beyond what we 
arcable to ask or think. And who would part. with 
ſuch a ſure Foundation of Truſt, and Hope, and Con- 
| fidence, that is not weary of his Life? Who would let 
go this Rock of Ages, for any thing elſe he can lay 
to Id on this World? Oh may we never be forſaken by 
im! yea, rather, may we never firſt forſake him? 
1 The Life of Princes is a Mole of Sand; all the Srabi- 
lity of human things is the ſtability of Wind and Wa- 
ter, changing their face, ſhifting their places every 
moment; God alone abideth for ever, God alone 1s 
worthy of our truſt, and never will deceive ir. Tis 
he alone who can extricate us out of all our Difficulties, 
wipe away all our Tears and Sorrows from our Hearts, 
deliver us from our Enemies, portract our Princes 
tves ſave us by few as well as many, give us no more 
occaſions of Complaint and Lamentation, and turn 
even this to our advantage; give us the Spirit of Uni- 
ty and Love of one another, of Wiſdom ta direct us 
in our Publick Reſolutions, and to improve under all 
the ſeyeral Diſpenſations of his Providence. 1s any Rock 
like car God ? Who is ſo great a God as our God ? Be tbos 


exalted Lord in thine own Strength, ſo will we fing and praiſe 
a ' f N 5 10 | bx 
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